Newspaper Clips

October 23, 2011

Indian Express ND 23/10/2011 P6

Ashok Kumar Sharma retired from HT-Delhi's physics

department two years ago.

EXPRESS ARCHIVE

Former lIT
prof jumps to
his death

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH) | OCTOBER 22

62-YEAR-OLD retired

IIT professor commit-

ted suicide by jump-
ing from the main building at
IIT campus, Hauz Khas, on
Saturday morning,.

Police said Ashok Kumar
Sharma, a resident of
Dwarka, retired two years
ago as a senior scientific re-
searcher at the institution’s
physics department.

Police received a call
from the campus around
12.30 pm. “The incident
occurred at 11.05 am.
Sharma used to visit the
campus often to meet his
friends. Initially, we got a
call stating that somebody
had fallen off the building.
But when we investigated
further, we found that he
had jumped off the build-
ing with the intention of
committing suicide,” a sen-

ior police officer said.

No suicide note was
found at the spot, he added.

Police said he may have
committed suicide because
he suffered from chronic
joint pain and other ill-
nesses. “A- preliminary in-
quiry suggested that he was
disturbed due to health rea-
sons. Also, he was upset
over a court case with IIT.
We are investigating the
matter,” Deputy Comumis-
sioner of Police (South)
Chhaya Sharma said.

Professor Sharma is sur-
vived by his wife and three
children. Two of his sons are
settled abroad, and his
daughter is a student at IIT-
Bhubaneswar. The body was
taken to the AIIMS Trauma
Centre for a post-mortem ex-
amination, and the results
are awaited.

The police are also trying
to contact the professor's
family.

Page 1 of 20



Times Of India ND 23/10/2011 P-4

Retired staffer
ends lifeat liT-D

Jumps To Death From 7th Floor

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A former senior
scientific officer of the Indi-
an Institute of Technology,
Delhi, jumped to his death

from the main campus build--

ingon Saturday.

Dr Ashok Kumar Sharma
(62) jumped from the seventh
floor of the IIT building at
Hauz Khas around 12.30pm.
He fell next to Dogra Hall of
the main building where the
students were celebrating

NO SUICIDE NOTE

the institute’s annual four-
day fest Rendezvous’ll,
SharmahadcometolIT-Dfor
some personal work.

“Werushed himto AIIMS
trauma centre, where doc-
tors declared him brought
dead,” said a senior police of-
ficer. Sharma lived with his
wife in Dwarka. “His daugh-
ter resides in USA and is in
India at present. His wifeand
daughter went to Bhubanes-
warafewdaysagoandhewas
livingalone,” said the officer.
“No suicide note has been
found so far,” the police offi-
cersaid.

Confirming the incident,
registrar of II'T-D, Dr Rakesh
Kumar said: “Sharma was a
senior scientific officer in
the scientific design unit of
the university and retired
from service last year.”

Sharma was a part of a
court case being fought by
the scientific design staff for
increasing the retirement
age to 65. At present, the re-.
tirement age for the scientif-
ic staff is 62. The case was
dismissed by the high court.

Police said of late he had
been suffering from some
personal anxiety. “We do not
knowtheexactreasonforthe
suicide. Preliminary inquiry
suggests that he was dis-
turbed due to health reasons
and some court case with
IIT," said DCP (south)

, Chhaya Sharma.

Security officer of IIT-D,
captain B N Yadav said,
“He retired on December 31
last year. He also used to take
classes at IIT. After retire-
ment he shifted to Dwarka.
His family has been in-
formed about the death. The
reason for Sharma’s suicide
can only be ascertained after
further investigation.”
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Depressed, retired
II'T-Delhi prof

commits suicide

HT Correspondent

= htreportars®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI; A 62-year-old retired
professor of IIT-Delhi commit-
ted suicide by jumping from the
seventh floor of the campus’s
main building on Saturday.

The professor, identified as
Ashok Kumar Sharma, had
come to the campus in the mor-
ning to meet his former col-
leagues.

“Initial investigation have
revealed that he was fighting a
court case with the IIT man-
agement,” said a senior police
officer, adding that Sharma had
also reportedly been depressed
over his health.

“We are taking the state-
ments of his colleagues and rel-
atives to ascertain the exact rea-
son of the suicide,” the police

He was fighting
a court ¢ase with
the lIT management.

officer said.

Sharma was rushed to
ATIIMS where doctors declared
him brought dead.

Sharma, a professor at the
Centre for Energy Studies, had
retired in December but used
to visit the II'T campus regu-
larly.

“We are also probing other
angles, such as if the professor
had any argument with his
colleagues. We are in the
process of recording the state-
ments of the eyewitnesses,” the
officer added.

Sharma used to stay alone at
his Dwarka residence as his wife
lives in Orissa with their daugh-
ter

“His son and another
daughter are in the US. We have
informed his family;” the officer
said.

We are also checking if
hie had any argument
with his colleagues.

POLICE OFFICER
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Retired IIT
official jumps
to death
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHL A retired Indian In-
stitute of Technology-Delhi
official allegedly jumped to his
death from the seventh floor
of abuilding at the IIT campus
in Hauz Khas here on Satur-
day. The police have not found
any suicide note yet,

Ashok Sharma, 62, worked
as senior scientific officer at
IIT-Delhi and earlier lived in-
side the institute campus. Af-
ter retirement, he had shifted
to Dwarka about a month ago.
However, he used to visit his
colleagues on regular inter-
vals. He jumped around 12.30
p.m.

One of his daughteris a pro- .

fessor in Orissa, while another
daughter and a son are settled
in the United States. He had
been living alone in Dwarka as
his wife was in Orissa, The po-
lice found that Mr. Sharma
had recently moved court
seeking extension of retire-
ment age to 65.

Page 4 of 20



ASIAN AGE ND 23/10/2011 P13

Retd prof jumps
to death at IIT

New Delhi, Oct. 220 A
retired Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) professor
committed suicide by
jumping from the seventh
floor of the IIT building
here on Saturday, the
police said. No suicide note
was found. Ashok Kumar
Sharma, a resident of
Dwarka, jumped from the
multi-storey main 1IT
building at Hauz Khas at
around 12.30 pm. He fell
beside Dongra Hall where
students were celebrating
Rendezvous 2011 — a cul-
tural fest.

“We came to know that
one of our ex-professors
had jumped. We saw him in
a pool of blood,” said
Rajnish Kumar, a student.

“We rushed to the spot
and rushed him to AIIMS
Trauma Centre. The doc-
tors declared him brought
dead,” said a police officer.

Sharma was living with

Retired professor
Ashok K. Sharma
fell beside
Dongra Hall
where students
were celebrating
Rendezvous 2011,
a cultural fest

. his wife at Dwarka while

one of his daughters lives
in Orissa. “His wife was
away In Orissa and he was
all alone,” said the officer.
Sharma had gone to IIT for
some personal work.
Preliminary investigation
reveals that he had some
health problems.

“Sharma was involved in
a few litigations against the
institution,” added the offi-
Cer, — IANS
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Retd IIT don
Jumps off
bulldlng, dies

cmas
NEw DELHI, OCTOBER 22

A 64-year-old retired profes-
sor of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) commit-
ted suicide by jumping from
the seventh floor of a build-
ing on the institute's premis-
es in south Delhi, this after-
noon,

The victim, identified as
Ashok Kumar Sharma, was
a resident of Dwarka in
southwest Dethi. He alleged-
ly jumped to' his death
around 1 pm. While no sui-
cide note has been recov-
ered, the preliminary inves-

tigation has revealed that he .

was depressed due to health

problems and some court .

cases.

"Sharma jumped off the
main building of the institute
and fell to his death a few
feet away from a group of

| “stidenis w‘m had" gathered
 outside dn'auditorium where

a cultiral prograrmne was
being held. He was rushed to
AIIMS, but was' declared
'brought dead," said a police
official.

Sharma's wife had gone to
Bhuvaneshwar a few days
ago to meet their married
daughter and he had been
living alone since then.

"This morping, Sharma
came to the institute and met
some of his former col-
leagues. Some court cases
are going on between Shar-
ma and the institute and he

~was disturbed regarding
. them. He was not keeping

good health either. It is being
presumed that these factors
had depressed the profes-
sor," said the official. He
added that Sharma's wife had
been - informed about the
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Ex-IIT professor

comui

statesman news service

‘NEW DELHI 22 OCT: A 62-year-old
retired lndlan Institute of Technology
(IT), Dethi, professor a]legcdly com-
mitted suicide by jumping from the .
7th floor of the IIT buxldmg this after-
noon.

According to police, the professor,
identified as Ashok Kumar Sharma,
was a resident of Dwarka. “This
morning, he had come to campus to
meet his colleagues but later at
around 12.30 pm, he allegedly jum-
ped off the 7th floor of the main
building of the campus. He fell be-
side'Dongrg Hall whete 'sfudents’
were celebrating Rendezvous 2011,a

Mail Today ND 23/10/2011

its suicide

cultural fest,” said a police officer.

Police said the PCR call was made
by an OT student at around 12.35
pm. “We reached at the spot and
rushed him to the All India Istitute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Trauma
Centre where doctors declared him
brought dead,” added the police offi-
cer.

“Sharma is survived by his wife and
his daughters. His wife,was away in
Orissa at her daughter’s house and
he was all alone,” added the officer..

He was fighting a court case with
IT management. He was also de-
pressed over his bealth condition. No~
suicide note was, recovered from his
possgssion, ., . | '

P4

Retired |IT professor
jumpstohisdeath

A RETIRED IIT professor committed sulclde
by jumping from the seventh fioor of the
main bullding at {IT-Delhl campus on Sat-
urday. Ashok Kumar Sharma (62) was In
the campus to meet former colleagues.

Pollce sald Sharma committed suiclde
around 12.30 pm. Inltlal investigations
revealed the professor, fighting a court
case agalnst the IIT management, was
depressed and not keeping well.

“He was caught In a legal fight with the
1IT authoritles over his retirement age,”
a police officer sald.

4 Mail Today
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Retired lIT professor commits suicide

STAFF REPORTER 8 NEW DELH}

q retired professor of Indian
stitute of Technology (1IT),
Delhi allegedly committed sui-
cide by jumping off seventh floor
of the main building in the insti-
tute comglex on Saturday after-
noon, Ashok Kumar Sharma (62)
retired from IIT in December last
year and has been living with his
wife in Dwarka. He is survived by
wife, two daughters and a son. A
daughter and a son have settled in
US and another daughter is a pro-
fessor in a college in Odisha.

A police official said though
Sharma retired from the services
in December 2010 but had been
living in an accommodation in the
IIT complex for months and
almost a month back, he shifted
to an apartment in Dwarka, where
he has been living with his wife.
“But he kept visiting the campus
of the institution to meet his old
colleagues and it was a routine :
affair. On Saturday, he again
reached the campus. Around
12.30 pm, he allegedly jumped off
the seventh floor of the main
building which used to be his

office during his tenure,” he said.
Sharma received multiple
fractures and severe heard
injuries. “He was badly injured,
his hands and legs were fractured.
He succumbed to injuries on way
to the AIIMS trauma centre.
Though it seems a case of suicide
but no suicide note has been
recovered yet. A case has been
registered at Vasant Vihar police
station,’ a police official said.
Professor Sharma has been
living alone as his wife had to gone
to Odisha to meet their daugiter.
“Though it seers a case of suicide
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but foul play cannot be ruled out
at this stage, We are investigatin
the matter from all angles.” he sai

During the investigation, the
fact has come to the light that
Sharma had been ﬁgﬁtin a
court case in which he had
demanded enhancement of
retirement age of professor teach-
ing in the institution.

“It has also been informed
that Sharma was disturbed as he
has not been keeping well for
quite some time. He was also
under stress due to the court
case,” police said. .
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CAT 2011 begins without a hitch®

Manash Pratim Gohain | s

New Delhi: The Commeon Ad-
mission Test (CAT) 2011 began

across the counfry simultane-
ously on Satrday with 56490
candidates appearing on the
first day. Experts and students
said the test was on expected
lines but the di ficulty level has

increased a bit thisyear,

The computer-based CAT
was introduced in 2009, 1t is be-
ing jointly conducted by the In-

dian Institute of Management
and Prometric,

Reactingto the experiences

of the candidaies on the first

day of the test, Deslishant Seh-
rawat, director of MBA Guru,
said, “Mow that the mumber of
questions has become manage-
able with more time per ques-
tion, the difficulty lewel has
been marle a little higher than

tration process being slow at
the All India nstitte of Local
Self Govermment, Janakpuri
and Delhi Business School on
Mathura Road.

Candidates who appeared
at the Prometric test laborato-

the  previous
years, The for-

TESTING TIMES

res, Gurgaon
were a satis-

mat is slightly
different and it is gradually go-
mg the GMAT way.”

For the candidates, the first
day was smooth sailingwithno
reportsof any technical glitch-
&g across the centres in Delhi
and NCR. However, a few stu-
dentsdid complainof theregis-

fiedlot. “Ttwas
a good experience, Also, thein-
formation shared withthe can-
didates  before  the  exams
helped us a lot. The difficulty
lewel though has been a notch
higher this time” said Mes-
nalkshi Arorainame changed).

Prometric has confirmed

that both the sessions have con-
cluded without any major is-
gue. *“The first day of the test
got off to a good start, Candi-
dates are reminded to arrive at
least one-and-a-half hour be-
fore their scheduled test time
withtheir admit cards and val-
1d photo identification. Candi-
dates are also advised to checlk
their emails and the CAT weh-
site regulady in cass of any 1m-
portantupdate,” said Soumitra
Row managing directon, Pro-
metric India.

CAT1 isbeingorganized
across B8 test centres of 96
clties,
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India-born scholars shine in

White House honours list

odficial White Howse Photo by Pete Soum

Chidanand Rajghattal tux

Washington: In White
House events that under-
scored both United States'
capacity for scholastic ab.
sorption from across the
world and India’s contribu-
tion to American advance.
ment, several luminaries of
Indiancrigin have been hon-
ored by president Obama
this month amid a contin-
uing debate about US intel-
lectual leadership in the so-
called knowled ge century

Foreign-born  scholars
were consplcucus in the
White House on Friday
when president Obama
conferred the national med-
als for science, technology,
and innovation, with mdia-
born scientists prominent
among them.

AsObamahimselfnoted,
three quarters of the doxen
honorees were born ontside
of the US ithree of them
from India), and “they
searched for the best univer-
sitiesand the most advanced
labs — and they found them
here, becanse America is the
best place in the world todo
the worlk that they do™

The three India-born
scholars honored were MNew
York University's Srinivasa
SR Vardhan, Purdue Univer-
sity's Rakesh Agarwal, and

INDI A SHIMNING: President Obama congratulates Google Science
Fair winners, {from left) Naomi Shah, Shree Bose and Lauren Hodge

in the Gwal Office on October 3, 2011

Morth Carolina State Unive-
risity’s B Jayant Baliga; the
last twooriginally from 1T
Their honors follow an-
other White House event ear-
lier this month when the U3
president welcomed thres
winners of the Google Sci-
ence Fair to the Owval Office,
all of whom happened to be
young women, and two of
them - Shree Bose and Nao-
miShah —of Indian-origin.
Earlierthisweelk, Obama
honored  Indian-American
aciivist Vpaya Lakshmu
Emani posthumously medal
for her work on domestic
abuse in the Indian-Ameri-
can community The And-
hra-born Emani, a trailblaz-
er forwomen’s rights, diedin

aroadaccident in 2009,

AtFriday'sevent, Obama
himself recalled his mesting
with Shree, wryly joking
ahout “her first EXpEr Imemnt
in second grade tryving to
turn spinach blue. n fourth
grade, she built a remaote-
controlled garbage can™.

But for the Google sci-
ence fain at the age of 17, he
noted that she discovered a
promising new way for im-
proving the treatment for
OVArIAn CANCer,

“And she also told me ve-
rvmatter-of factly thatshe'll
be going to medical school
and gettingadoctorate, and 1
suspect she will do so, She
did not lack confidence,” he
remarked amid langhter
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Getting to know Aakash

Shilpey Dewan was among the 500 students who were handed the $35
Aakash tablets when it was launched on October 5. “ | am trying to do

CHINKI SINHA

her fingers. Then, she dug her
nails, lightly. Nothing hap-
pened. None of the icons on the
touchcreen came alive. And then she
tapped harder. The e-book reader
opened up. “There you go. The
touchscreen isn't that good but it is a
nice product,” says Shilpey Dewan.
For almost a fortnight now, De-
wan, a 21-year-old student at TER]
University, has been spending time
decoding Aakash, the $35 tablet
launched by the MHRD on October 5
and hailed as the “world’s cheapest”,
as part of her assignment to conduct
field testing for the tablet.
Dewan has been involved with
the project ever since her teacher

S HE tapped on the screen with

everything onit,” she says

Pradeep Varma brought the tablet to _

class one day, when it was still in the
development stages, and asked the
class to design a logo for the tablet.
The tablet, they were told, was
meant to be a tool to bridge the digi-
tal divide in the country and help
students in semi-urban centres and
rural areas get access to education
material developed in the premier
institutes of the country. Besides the
logo, Varma asked his students,
whom he divided into groups, to
suggest distribution alternatives to
the government. Dewan’s group rec-
ommended distributing the tablets
via post so that the government
could use the widespread network of
the department.

The name they had in mind for the
product was ‘Eklavya’, the mythologi-

cal model student in the epic Mahab-
harata. They designed a logo around
the name but they didn’t win the com-
petition. “Aakash is a good name,
100,” she says.

Dewan was one of the first 500
students who were handed the tablets
on October 5 when it was launched in
the national capital. “We were a little
apprehensive about it at first, that
something so cheap would work,” she
said. “We didn’t think we will get to
see it so soon.”

While tablets are common these
days, Dewan has what she calls a
“dream” in her hands, a device that
has been given to a chosen few and
that seeks to revolutionise education in

the country. In fact, the few students

who have got the tablet to test at her
university have formed a society of

P12

©

Shilpey Dewan was one of the first 500 students to get an Aakash tablet

sorts where they meet to discuss the
product and troubleshoot, like when a
friend’s tablet wasn't switching off.

“I solved the problem. I had read
the manual and it said if there is a
problem, insert a pin in the little hole
at the back and it will turn off. I felt
like a genius,” she said.

Mostly, she uses her device to
read ebooks and download presen-

tations. She carried a USB device
which she could plug into Aakash.
At home, she watches movies on it
and has downloaded her music on
to the device.

“They want my feedback s I am
trying to do everything on it,” she
said. “The tablet has a 2 GB memory
butIthink it is expandable to 32 GB.”

On the day of the launch, Dewan
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was one of the three students from
Dethi who got the device from Union
Minister for Human Resource Devel-
opment Kapil Sibal, When she went
to her house in Faridabad, her cousins
wanted to play with it. But then the
attention became a problem. “Every-
one wants to see it, touch it, play
games on it,” she said. “I am obsessed
with it and very possessive about it,”
says Dewan.

She has already arrived at certain
conclusions. “It will take a little time
to get used to. It uses Android so it is
easier. They will solve the touch-
screen problem but it is a resistive
screen so it is not going to be like Ap-
ple’s iPad. But you have to see the
cost difference. It does help in read-
ing but it is not a complete substitute
for aPC,” she says.

She carries the 350-gram light-
weight Aakash wherever she goes and
doesn’t miss lugging around her much
heavier laptop. In the morning, when
her lecture starts, she switches it on
and downloads presentations onto
the tablet through the memory card.
“The campus is WiFi enabled so it is
good,” she says. “Tkeep telling every-
one I have Aakash,” she says.

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi; Date: Oct 23, 2011, 5ection: Front Page, Page: 3,

‘Racial profiling’ in
Hyd univ sparks row

Mikhila Henry & Mahesh Buddi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: A University of
Hyderahad “initiative™ toend
drinking and drug use on its
campus took an ugly turn on
Friday with students protest-
ing the vice-chancellor's sug-
gestion to faculty members
thatthev begin thedrive with
students from the northeast.

SINGLED OUT

¢ Treated ‘differently’, P 19

P On Oct 17, Hyderabad univ
V-C writes to taculty members
from northeast, calling a
meeting on drinking and drug
abuse an campus

P Tells them refom measures
must *start’ with NE students

I Students say northeast
singled out in two incidents
of drunken violence though
others werg inwalved too

Describing it as a case of
“racial profiling”, students
held protests, foreing the offi-
cial to apologize for the “inad-
vertent ™ move,

Wice-chancellor  Ramak-
rishna Ramaswamy's con-
cern stermmed from the fact
that inebriated smdents in-
dulged in two incidents of vio-

lence in the past 20 days. Stu-
dents from the northeast said
thev were singled out in both
cases though others were also
irwvolved. On October 17, the
VIO sent a letter to faculty
members from the northeast,
sayving he wanted tomeet them
on “consumption of alcohol
and drugs on campus”.
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US approves transfer
of 435 Indian students

Washington, Oct. 22: US
authorities have “exam-
ined individually” cases of
over 1,000 Indian students

who had enrolled at
California-based “sham”
Tri-Valley University,

approving transfer of 435 of
them to other institutions.
Officials of department of
homeland security, depart-
ment of state, US immigra-
tion and customs enforce-
ment and US citizenship
and immigration services
met representatives of
Indian embassy here on
Friday and discussed sever-
al issues relating to Indian
students at the Tri-Valley
University (TVU), which
was raided and shut down
by authorities earlier this
year on charges of a mas-

sive immigration fraud.
" The US officials informed
that out of more than 1000
students, who were being
considered for transfer to
other nuniversities, 435
transfers were approved,
145 were denied and about
an equal number were
issued Notices of Intention
to Deny (NOIDs), the
Indian embassy s2id in a
statemc:t.

The remaining transfer
cases are still under exami-
nation. US officials further
sald cases of students have
been “examined individu-
ally after evaluating all
information provided by
them.”

They have advised that

students who have received
NOIDs should reply to the
notices within the stipulat-
ed time with the required
documents.

Indian officials urged
United States officials to
view the cases of the stu-
dents with “understand-
ing” since they have under-
gone hardship due to the
closure of the university.

“The embassy of India is
continuing its efforts with
US authorities for address-
ing the plight of TVU sty-
dents,” the statement said.

The issue of protecting
students from sham univer-
sities figured on the agenda
of the first ever India-US
higher education summit
held here last week.

— PTT
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US to transfer 435
Indian students of

Iri-Valley

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

US authorities have "exam-
ined individually" cases of
over 1,000 Indian students
who had enrolled at Califor-
nia-based "sham" Tri-Valley
University (TVU), approv-
ing transfer of 435 of them to
other institutions,

Officials of the Department
of Homeland Security, the
Department of State, the US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement and the US Cit-
izenship and Immigration
Services met representatives
of Indian embassy here yes-
terday and discussed several
issues relating to Indian stu-
dents at TVU,

The US officials informed
that out of more than 1,000
students being considered for
transfer to other universities,
435 transfers were approved,
145 were denied transfers and
about an equal number were
issued Notices of Intention to
Deny (NOIDs). The remain-
ing transfer cases are still
under examination.

The US officials further
said cases of students have
been "examined individually
~+ after evaluating all informa-
tion provided by them."” They
have advised that students
who have received NOIDs
should reply to the notices
within the stipulated time
with the required documents.

Indian officials urged the

Umverszty

EDUCATION FRAUD

I TVU was raided and
shut down in January
2011 by US authorities .
on charges of a massive
immigration fraud

§ Hundreds of Indian stu-
dents had faced deporta-
tion and their academic
career was in limbo

1 Many Indian students
were forced to wear
radio collars around their
ankles so that US
authorities could keep
track of their movements

i The institute had
claimed that one of its
Indian-origin staff was-
responsible for the immi-
gration fraud and it was
not directly involved in it.

US officials to view the cases
of the students with "under-
standing" since they have
undergone hardship due to
the closure of the university.
"The Embassy of India is
continuing its efforts with the
US authorities for addressing
the plight of TVU students,".
the statement said. — PTI
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Talk of treaty ban on niercul_'y
worries scientists

Assoclated Press
London, Oct. 22
Scientists are warning offi-
cials negotiating a global trea-
ty on mercury that banning
the deadly chemical com-
pletely would be dangerous
for public health because of
the chemical’s use in vac-

cines.
The ban option is one of

several proposals on the table’

for a meeting later this month

in Nairobi, but a final treaty

isn’t expected until 2013,
According to the World

Health Organization, mercu-
ry is one of the top 10 chem-
icals of public health concern
and is highly toxic. Most of
the worry is centreed on mer-
cury emissions from burning
coal, gold mining and people
eating mercury-tainted fish.
Mercury in small amounts
is also found in many prod-
ucts including light bulbs,
batteries and thermometers.
WHO advises such products
to be phased out, suggesting
for example, that health sys-
tems switch to digital ther-

mometers instead.

The problem is that a pro-
posed ban might include thio-
mersal, also known as
thimerosal, a mercury com-
pound used to prevent con-
tamination and extend the
shelf life of vaccines, many
scientists say. It is used in
about 300 million shots
worldwide, against diseases
including flu, tetanus, hepati-
tis B, diptheria and meningi-
tis.

“Not being able to use mer-
cury is not a viable option,”

said David Wood, a WHQ
vaccines expert,

Wood said there isn’t a via-
ble alternative to thiomersal
at the moment. If banned,
pharmaceuticals would likely
have to switch to preserva-
tive-free  vaccines, which
would complicate the supply
chain and vaccination cam-
paigns in poor countries,
since the injections would
have a much shorter shelflife.
Costs would also spike since
manufacturers would need to
reconfigure their factories.
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